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Letters

‘Secrets That Sert;é |

Asa Status Syme'l |

To the Editor:
That 100 000 people have ncess.tn

-“Sepsitive Compamented Informa- l“

tion” (Antbony Lewis’s May 5 o} |
umm) is stunning news. No ucunty i
System ‘can protect mtormmmep
widely disseminated. - -
Such information -takes on~ its
“sensitive” character anly because it
provides a direct link to the technical
or buman intelligence sources .that
produce it. Breaking that link is.&
simple matter of paraphrasing.-ar
synthesis. That should be done as .2
routine part of the process of analy-
sis. In virtually all cases the intorms.-

. tion can then be declassified or.dis-

tributed at & much lower leve} oi
classification.

The only people who have & need
for direct access to the information
prior to analysis are the people
who work directly with the sources,
the analysts and & few hundred,offi-
aa.lsattheverysummxtoftbesov
ernment.

Given the most liberal allowanee,
there cannot possibly be more than
25,000 people for whom access_to
S.C.1. can be justifiec. The other
75,000, and possibly several thousand
more, have acguired such access be-
cause they or their agencies wani-to
be thought of as *“in the know.” -

-+ would

TINZS

; 17 MAY 1983

Thatmeansat)east?SOﬂDm
sive and unnecessary detailed back-
ground iovestigations; bundreds-of
expensively secured .rooms where
these extranecus people  can pore
through unprocessed reports, -and
hundreds of excess “black book”? atfi-
cers tramping around in search ef
someone to ¥hom they can whisper
theumsoasmseemtojnm
their existence.

A.lthonghlhadnoxdeazhepmb}am
hac gotten so wildly out of control,
the fact that some Such *‘status sym-""
bol” problem existed with S.C.1. was

i brwghttotheattmmuofwmiml’

aa.rk,theNanonalSecurltyAdm
over & year ago.

At first Mr. Clark said tlnt .he
agreed with me “in principie” -and
conduct an “‘evalustion.”
‘Months later, when ] asked for the re-
sults of the “‘evaluation,” I was tpid
to take my ‘‘compilaint™ to the De~
fense Department, as the Natiopal
Security Council bad nothing to,\-do
with the matter.

Yet in the mneantime Mr. Clark
signed off on the cutrageous Prs»
deptial security directive that Mr.

while continuing to assure that the in-
formation supposedly being pro-
tected would be common gossip in
every officers’ wives’ chub in the
world. v
So much for Reagan Administra-
tion claims to be dealing forcefdllty
with waste and mismanagement.
WILLIAM V. KENNEDY
Mechaniesburg, Pa., May 5, 1983
The writer is a military journalist.



